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To any person tyIio Trill send us
a club of ten new subscribers to
THE TKIBUXB we will present
a new "Wateruury watch, inclosed
in a handsome satin-line- d case,
and wan-ante- d to keep accurate
time. Here is an unlimited oppor-
tunity for Christmas presents.
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To what better use can you put a dollcr
than. to paying the sibscripiion of some
needy comrade who is too poor to sub'crihe
for The Tjasosns himssdf?

"Wjiex you luvediatched your Tkanks-grrin- fi

Day disfner, tal:c a turn amoBgyour
neighbors and see what you can do towards
raising a club of Thujuxe subscribers.

1st another cslumn of Tiib Tbibuxe, this
week, we print a charming Thankssiving
story from the pen of Mrs. Kate Brownlee
Bhcrwood. Vice-3?residc- nt of the "Woman's

National Belief Corps.

The number of pension certificates issued
and signed during the week ending Novem-

ber 17tb, was as follows: Original, 295; in
crease, 4i; xe-iss- 4J; restoration, 24;
duplicate, 15 arrears, 0; accrued pensions,
26; pensions undor act of March 3, 1533,

119; total, 1,921.

"We regret to learn that the negotiations
which have btcn going on for the past few
weeks with, a view to effecting a union of
the rival branches of the Sons of Yeterans
have foiled to accomplish theirobjecL "We

have liopes, however, that a basis of con-

solidation will yet be agreed npon.

Bkad the interesting account published
in our department of "Loyal "Woman's
Work,1' this weak, of the anniversary-o- f

George DeLong Post, of Honolulu, Sand- -

wich IsSonds. Even in that tar-o- ff land the
camp-fire- s of the Grand Army burn
brighUy.

. .!
Postmaster-G'Est&a- i. GBESHAar has

issued the following order:
II appearing lliat certain persons have been prac-

ticing Kj6tjn)uUc frands on on soldiers and
their widows and orphans or other heirs, hy niait-ingfal- se

ieproenltiong concerning ponsdoncSaims,
and eslorting iiiegal fees for services pretended to
3iave been or promised to be rendered, and this
Department having reason to believe that some
postmasters iutve been aiding these fraudulent
cbuni agents hy famishing them with list of names
of ex-TJni- on fcoJdier and others supposed to be en-

titled to pensions, and also hy distributing their
unadarcsscd circular among that clase: Tlicre-for- z,

postmasters are forbidden, Iiereaflcr. tofurnisJi
tuck list or to distribute any circulars of the
Idnd indicated, unless they are addressed to some
individual, and arc prepaid as required by law.

"W. Q. Gsjehak,
Postmaster-Genera- l.

ft fer as this order tends to checkmate
Kbc awiseks ef vnecrnpslous pension attor--

? it k worthy of all praise, but it doos

Mi fmm te have occurred to the PoetmMf

ter-Gener- al that, in forbidding postmasters
to furnisTi tic nnnies of soldiers to any ap-

plicant therefor, lie is cutting off our veter-

ans from one of their chief sonrces of aid
in obtaining the evidence necessary to the
establishment of their pension claims. The
foregoing ruling makes no discrimination
whatever between persons "who apply to
postmasters for information to be used for
legitimate objects and those who seek it the
more effectually to carry out their swindles,
and it, therefore, subjects the former to un-

necessary hardship. There is no fcason in
the world why a postmaster should not be
allowed to comply with the request of an
ox-eold- ier to furnish him or his attorney

the list of names of his comrades,

with a view to ascertaining the ad-

dress of an essential witness in a pension
case, yet, the effect of this new order is to
deprive the postmaster of the power to do

bo. It seems to us, therefore, that the Postmas-

ter-General should at once recall his
order and modify it so as to meet the objec-

tions to it which wc have pointed out.

Thanksgiving Days, Past and Present-Th-at

Thanksgiving Day is now a national

institution, instead of merely a festival ne- -

culiar to 2Tew England, as it used to be, is
due to the war rather than to any other
cause, and it is worthy of remembrance that
it was the beloved Lincoln who first, by offi-

cial proclamation, recommended its general
observance. Lincoln, albeit no stickler for

any particular form of worship, and attached
to no particular creed, was, nevertheless, a
devout believer in the existence of an over-

ruling Providence, and even before his first
inauguration ;at the time, in fact, when he

bade farewell to his Springfield friends, pre-

paratory to making that memorablejoumey
to the capital in the first troubled days of
1S81 he declared that, like Washington, he
placed his reliance upon the Divine aid. It
was in accordance, indeed, with this sense

of dependence npon the favor of Providence,
when. the war burst upon the country in all
its fury aud alternately victory or defeat
befell our armies, that he wastrongly im-

pelled to seek, through the mediation of
public thanksgiving and public fasting and
prayer, the support and protection of the
Almighty. There never was, perhaps, a
Nation so deeply imbued with religious
feeling as our own from the outbreak of the
rebellion until its close, and it responded to

the frequent appeals of Mr. Lincoln to seek

the Divine intercession with a fervor and
alacrity that it is not difficult to compre-hen-d.

Jnst as the public mind, cast down
by the news of fresh reverses to our arms,

welcomed as a grateful relief from thevsus-pens- e

and anxiety of the hour the Presi-

dent's call to fasting and prayer, so, when
the star of the Union cause shone in the
ascendant again, and the God of battles
seemed once more to have lifted up His
strong right arm. in our defense, it respond-

ed with, eagerness and keen enthusiasm to
his proclamation of a national Thanksgiving
Day. The impression which the recurrence
of this season of festivity created upon the
Nation has never been effaced. The New
England custom, suggestive chiefly of home-

comings and festal reunions of families that
time and circumstance had enticed from the
old homestead, took on a new meaning and
thanksgiving for the safety of the Republic
and the general welfare became' the ruling
purpose of the observance.

Blessed were those Thanksgiving days of
twenty years ago when from every heart
went up a prayer for the preservation of the
Union, and gratitude to the soldier was the
theme alike of pulpit invocation and house-

hold conversation i

The times have changed since then. It is
for bountiful crops, thriving industries, and
Xreading commerce chiefly that thepreacher

now offers thanks, and, assembled about the
hospitable board, the public no longer takes
thought of the men by whose sacrifices the
peace and prosperity of the country were
assured. 0, ungrateful Nation, pause for a
moment in the midst ofyour festivities, and
look around youl What has been the fate
of those to whom you pledged eternal grati-

tude and remembrance? How many, this
day, neglected and uncared for, are denied a
thare in the feasting? How many, crushed j

with poverty and disease, are awaiting with
hungry eyes the fttlfilment of the Nation's
promises? Yet, oh I if there be a day in all
the year which, more than any other, should
bring to these veterans surcease of sorrow
and suffering, it surely is this which had its
origin in the extollation of their valor and
the unselfishness of their services.

The coming Thanksgiving Day will be
but a cold and hollow sham, if it does not
inspire in the hearts of the celebrants a fresh
concern for the welfare of our veterans and
a devout desire to lift and lighten the bur-

dens oftheir divining years.

Draw the lino !

Our ex-soldi- should not fail to draw
the Hne between newspapers which treat
them with justice and thoughtful considera
tion and those which constantly slander and
ill-u- se thorn. Here, for instance, is the
Kansas City (Mo.) Times, which professes to

be a reputable and reliable journal, yet,
having published the list of pensioners
residing in Jackson county, is so reckless
as to declare, in advance of the discov-

ery of a single case of fraud, that
"our pension system is falling to pieces

of its own rottenness! " In suxport of this
bold and brutal assertion what evidence
does the Times offer? Not a scintilla! No

more than any other of the newspapers
which have made a great parade of printing
the pension list and boasted of the monstrous
frauds which, its publication was certain to
uncover, only to find, to their amazement,
that no disclosure of fraud, whatever fol-

lowed, is the Kansas City Times able to offer
any substantial proof of its. assertions. The
fact is that such reckless statements aro

;lj
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incapable of being sustained hy credible
ovidence. So lately as November 9reven,
Secretary Teller wrote the Attorney-Gener- al

that tla careful examination of the pen-

sions allowed heretofore hasfailed to sJioio any
considerable number of fraudulent pensions,

and I am of the opinion that not one-ha- lf of
one per cent, allowed were wrongfully allowed."

In the face of a declaration like this, coming
from an official who, of all men, is in a posi-

tion to know the exact character of the
pension list, how can any newspaper that
respects the truth indulge in wholesale
charges offraud against our pensioners? The
very fact that it does so is sufficient reason,

in our judgment, for pronouncing it untrust-
worthy and unscrupulous and unworthy
alike of x'ublic credence and public patron-

age. A newspaper which resorts to such
malicious representations as the Kansas
City Times is not fit to enter the house. of
any respectable citizen much less the home
of any ex-soldi- er.

The ITarragut Prize Money;

The magnificent naval operations on the
lower Mississippi, under Farragut, which
extended from April IS to April 25, 1862,

and which resulted in the fall of New
Orleans and the permanent occuxation of

that city, as well as a large portion of the
territory of Louisiana, by the armies of

the Union during the remainder of the
war, resulted also in the capture, by our
naval forces, numbering some forty ships
of varying size and armament, of thirty-fou- r

vessels, including five vessels of war, and
some 16,000 tons of coal, aggregating in value
$966,120. These vessels and stores, under
the laws of the United States, became at
once prizes of war, and their capture enti-

tled those participating, in that events to
prize money, as follows: Value of vessels

and stores, 966,120 ; bounty for destruction
of vessels, $268,600; salvage due and
awarded, 40,000 total, 1,280,720. The

Government, however, resisted the payment
of this claim, and the claimants were com-

pelled to sue for it in the courts. The case

was brought up in the courts of this District,
after the war, ahd was referred to a board of
arbiters, consisting of Henry "W. Paine, of
Boston ; Thomas J. Durant, of "Washington,

and G. V. Pox, Assistant Secretary of the
Navy, who reported as follows:

First. That the capture was not a conjoint op-

eration of the army, and navy of theTJhited States.
Second. That forty vessels whose names are

given participated in the capture.
Third. That twenty-nin- e vessels were captured,

and five vessels of war in process of construction
and 16,000 tons of coal.

Fourth. That the value of each of these vessels
separately, of the coal and unfinished-- vessels, ag-ga- tc

S9CS.120.
Fifth. That all this property was lawful prize of

war and lawfully subjected to condemnation as
eueh.

Sixth. That in the engagement which resulted
in the capture of these ships the entire force of
the enemy was superior to the force of the United
States ships engaged ; we therefore allow the cap-
tors the value of the vessels and S4G.OO0 for salvage
due thereon, making a total of $1,012,120.

On Slay 1, 1873, in accordance with the
report of the arbiters, the Supreme Court of,

the District of Columbia issued a decree

affirming the validity of the claim in
question, but as there was not money
enough in the Treasury to the credit
of the appropriation to settle the claim,
it became necessary to apply to Congress for
the passage of a biJl providing for the pay-

ment of the balance due. Of the total
amount awarded there had been paid on the
first installment 603,520; on the second
installment, 362,600, and for legal and
court expenses none of which the claimants
should have been forced to incur 142,411.

making a toial of 1,108,531, leaving the
balance due the claimants 172,189.

Bills making appropriations to meet this
balance were introduced in the 45th, 46th
and last Congress. In the 45th Congress

the bill was referred to a special committee,
consisting of Senators Newton Booth, of
California, and "W. W. Eaton, of Connecticut,
but, although, this committee reported favor-

ably, no action wa3 taken. During the
same session the House committee also
reported favorably, but the Honse, like the
Senate, failed to take action. In the 47th
Congress, we believe, no report whatever
was made from the committees.

"We fake it for granted that a new bill will
be introduced at the next Congress, and we
trust it will be passed. There is no question
whatever as to the validity of the claim. The
value of the property captured by our naval
forces at New Orleans has been accurately
ascertained; the amount due those who
participated in that capture has been legally
certified and determined by decree of the
Supreme Court of this District. Had there
becu sufficient money in the Treasury at
the time that decree was issued, the Secre-

tary of the Treasury would undoubtedly have
been compelled to settle the claim in full.
It was only because the appropriation had
been exhausted, and not because of any
question as to the validity of the claim, that
it became necessary to take an appeal to
Congress. The question is, therefore, sim-

ply whether Congress will repudiate this
claim and thereby bring disgrace and dis-

honor upon the Nation, as well as subject
the claimants to the endless suffering and
privation which its failure to pay them the
money which is their due will entail upon
them, or whether it will respect the decree

of tho courts and the promises of the Gov-

ernment to those who, without the bounty
inducements which were held out to the
soldier, engaged in the naval service of the
Government, and appropriate at its next
session the money which, is required to
satisfy this claim in full? In other words,

it is a qucstiou of repudiation or the pay-

ment of an honest debt, and it will not be
through any fault of The --Tbjbune if the
Senators "and Representatives of the 48th
Congress fail to recognize the importance of
this issue--. H the Government cannot afford
to ignore the obligation which, rests upon it
to pension suck of our ex-soldi- as are
Buffering front disabilities incurred in the
war for its preservation, it certainly cannot

afford to refuse payeiK' of the claims of
the Farragut vetcransWlicn their validity
has been passed upon and definitely affirmed
in the conrts. ?

A Sound Decision.
iff .;

The letter from the Hon. Secretary of the
Interior to the Commissioner oLPensions,
in regard to the construction thafhould be
placed upon section 4707 Revised Statutes,
providing for pensions to dependent moth-

ers, which we publish in" another column
this week, will be read with interest, we
are sure, by every one of our readers, for its
effect will be to very greatly liberalize the
practice of the Pension Office, and bring
about the allowance of claims which, under
the rules heretofore in vogue in the Pension
Office, would necessarily have been rejected.
No abler, juster, or more patriotic decision

has ever been rendered in connection with
the interpretation of pension laws than is
rendered in this clear, logical and public-spirite- d

letter from the Secretary of the In
terior. He bases his conclusions not simply j

on the technical language of the law, but
upon ite obvious intent and purpose, and he
very truly says that "the statute was en-

acted to give the dependent relatives some

compensation for the damage they have sus-

tained by the loss of the persons on whom
they did, in fact, depend, or might depend

under the "law, for their support, and must

have a liberal construction, so as to include
all persons that, from all the circumstances

and words of the statute, the legislative mind
must have included at the time of its pas- -

caero" TTitliOTfr tlio licnoenfinTi hfis rifPn to
exclude from the benefits of this statute all
mothers who were not actually dependent
for support upon the son's labor at the time
of his death, notwithstanding the fact that
the mother might, at any time thereafter,
become dependent, and that, had the life of
her son not been sacrificed in the service of
the Government, she could have looked to
him for support whenever the occasion for

it arose. The mistake that has been made,
therefore, in interpreting the law has been
in supposing that Congress, when it passed

it, did not contemplate this po?sibility. To

argue that it did not contemplate such, a
possibility is evidently absurd, since the
mother was entitled to the aid of her son,

not simply during the period of his service
in the army until his death, but for the
whole period thereafter, and until lier own

death, and in recognizing her claim to pen-

sion, it was the future, as well as the imme-

diate, dependence of the mother that it un-

dertook to provide for. .This is clear, as
Secretary Teller declares, alike from the cir-

cumstances of the enactment of the statute
and the language employed therein ; yet, it
is a fact that through the narrow interpreta-
tion of the law, which has hitherto obtained,
the needy mothers of many a brave and
gallant soldier have been compelled to bat-

tle single-hande- d with poverty and disease.

Loyal and patriotic people everywhere will
be glad to know that the uncertainties
which so long have hung about the opera-

tion of the statute providing for the pen-

sioning of dependent mothers have finally
all beeu brushed away by this just and
clear-sighte- d decision of the Secretary of
the Interior, and it will be taken as a sign
that hereafter the pension laws as a whole
will be executed in the spirit in which they
were conceived.

Instructions to a Clnb Kaiser.
We are in receipt of the following letter :

To the Editor Natioai, Teibonb r
There are a number of residing in

this neighborhood, and a promising Poat of the
Grand Army has recently been established here,
but I find that comparatively few of these veterans
are subscribers' to The Nattokai. Tuiboke. lam
sure, however, that they would all take it were
they ns well acquainted with its merits as lam, and
if you will send me some sample copies and in-

struct me how to proceed, I will gladly undertake
to raiso a clu b for yo u. Veteean.

Nothing could be easier than to furnish
our correspondent the instructions which he
desires.

In the first place, he should prepare a list
containing the name and address of every
ex-soldi- er of his acquaintance, so that he
may be able to make a thorough and system-

atic canvass. Then he should take his bun
dle of sample copies and personally hand
one to each comrade on the list, pointing out
at the same time its special features, and
asking him to read it carefully, and say
frankly what he thinks of it. If our corre-

spondent is a member of a Po3t, he may find

it more convenient to take his sample copies
with, him to the Post room and distribute
them among his comrades there, and in. every
number he will find some article that if read
aloud would entertain and interest the whole
Post But whatever method he may take
to bring The National TuruuivE to the
attention of his old companions in arms, he
will find that while some will be glad to
subscribe on the spot, others will put him off

with one excuse or another and it will de-

pend upon his persistence whether he finally
secures their subscriptions or nor. It is the
experience of most of our club-raise- rs that,
while everybody is delighted with the char-
acter and objects of The Tribuste at first
sight, a pergonal reminder is often necessary
to actually secure the subscription, and our
correspondent, therefore, will do well to call
on every veteran on his list after the latter
has had the opportunity to givethe paper a
thorough reading, and, if ho has not already
made up his mind to subscribe, give him an-

other copy. Tho contents of The Tbibune
varies so from week to week, and especially
that part of it which isdevoted to the publi-
cation of military reminiscences from the
rank and file, that no matter to what com-

mand a soldier belonged, he can hardly fail to
find something ofpersonal interest to himself.
It will not be necessary for our correspond-
ent to dwell npon the fact that The TBD3-TJi- rE

is the largest and cheapest journal of its
class in tho country, for that will be readily
seen on he most casual inspection, but he
cannot too strongly impress upon the. com-

rades the value of such a medium in secur- -

ing unity of effort among ex-soldie-rs and a
larger consideration on the part of Congress

and the public for their rights.
As to the manner in which a club should

be formed, and the mode of transmitting
subscriptions, we may say to our correspond-
ent that he may forward the name3 and
money as fa3t as he obtains them, and they
will be duly credited to the club which he is
engaged in raising, while, as faras compensa-
tion for his time and trouble is concerned,
he will find abundant room for choicein the
tempting list of premiums which we printed
in our last issue, and of which we will send
a copy to any address desired, without
charge. In this way, for a club of ten sub-

scribers, he can, among other things, secure
a fineWaterbury watch, in a satin-line-d case,
warranted to keep good time, and pronounc-
ed by those of our readers who have tested
its merits the equal of the best chronometer
made.

An Invportsint Question Answered.
An ex-soldi- er, who is not a member of

the Grand Army, and who is in doubt as to
whether he ought to join it or not, writes I

us, inquiring what benefit it will be to him
to become a member of the Order, and, in-

asmuch as there are doubtless many others
who have that question on their lips, we
will endeavor to answer it here plainly
frankly, and once and for all.

What will the Grand army do for those
of our ex-soldi- who have not as yet
sought membership in it? We answer

1. It will bind together the boys who
wore the blue in fraternal union, and con-

tribute to their happiness and social enjoy-

ment. 2. It will render substantial aid to
poor, dependent, crippledrand diseased com-

rades and their families, and care for desti-

tute widows and orphans. 3. It will take
from a pauper's home every man who wore
the blue. 4. It will aid in procuring em-

ployment for those whohave strength to earn
their own livelihood, and of its own ample
means succor the helpless. 5. It will insure

burial and an honored grave to every
comrade who falls by the way. 6. It will
stand by the soldier without regard to re-

ligion, nationality or party, and promote,
by the exemplification of its three cardinal
principles, Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty,
the interests of the soldier and the country.

The Grand Army is not a mere name, but
a living, vital force, reaching to the farthest
limits of the land, and permeating every
commnnity. Not to be a member of it, so far
as a soldier is concerned, isnot to know what
home is. There ought to be a Post of the
Grand Army in every city, town, and village of
the country where there are enough rs

to sustain one, and The Tribune will be
happy to furnish blank application for char-

ter to any honorably-discharge- d ex-soldi- er

who is so unfortunate as to reside in a place
to which the friendly arras of the Grand
Army have not yet been outstretched. The
following, which w& take from the admira-

ble circular of instructions, issued hy As-

sistant Adjutant-Gener-al Bennett, of the
Department of Illinois, are the chief points
to be borne in mind in organizing new
Po3ts of the Grand Army :

If you desire to organize a Grand Army Post,
canvass the situation, and determine whether you.
have a sufficient number of active, intelligent vet-

eran soldiers in your neighborhood to make it a
success. If not, there fc little use in organizing,
for a lack of interest or ability to collect sufficient
dues for running expenses would speedily cause a
failure.

Be careful to select persons to take the initiatory
steps who are unobjectionable so far as social and
political matters are concerned. The political
party to which they may belong makes little dif-

ference, but it must not look as though the move
was made for political" purposes, if the Post is to
succeed. This petition should be signed by at least
ten or satlora eligible to membership in
the Grand Army. The test of eligibility is an hon-
orable discharge from, the service of tho United
States between April 12, 1S6T, and April 9, 1S65.
Soldiers belonging to SlHte regiments, In active
service uuder the orders of United States general
oflicers, aro also eligible.

When preparing the petition,, it would be well to
collect from each signer such sum as may be thought
sufficient to meet the expenses of organization and
procure a place for meeting. One dollar is the
smallest sum which may be received.

Whenthe petition is prepared, send itwith charter
fee (S10) and such additional amount (varyingv ac-
cording to the various Department requirements,
from Sato 10) for supplies,, as may be stated on the
application for charter, to The
which, will see that the proper authorities receive
t, and that the necessary arrangements for muster
are made. This will be the total expense of organi-
zation, except the local expenses, which can best
be judged of on the spot. The practice has been to
pay tlic local expenses of the mustering officer.

Select some person to correspond in regard to
time of muster, and when the time is set, see that
all applicants are notified. At least ten should be
present for muster-in- .

Blanks will be forwarded for name and record of
applicants, which may be filled out before the night
of muster, to save time on that occasion.

Upon the night of muster it will be necessary to
elect officers. The officers of a Post aror Com-

mander, Senior and Junior Vice Commanders,
Chaplain, Surgeon, Officer of the Day, Officer of the
Guard, Quartermaster, Adjutant, Sergeant-Majo- r,

Quartermaster-Sergean- t. The Adjutant Is ap-
pointed by the Commander, and the Sergeant-Maj- or

and Quartermaster-Sergean- t are also ap-

pointed by the Commander upon the recommenda-
tion of the Adjutant and Quartermaster respect-
ively.

The duties of these officers are as follows: Tho
Commander presides at the Post meetings, and In
his absence the S. T. C. and J. V. O. take his place
In the order of their rank; the Chaplain's duties
aro indicated byhi3 title; the Adjutant keeps tho
records of the Post, and makes a quarterly repSrt
to Department Headquarters through the Com
mander; the Quartermaster keeps the funds of
the Post, and also makes a quarterly report to
Department Headquarters through, the Com-

mander, forwarding therewith lh per capita tax
due from Posts to Department Headquarters.

DURING the past week we have received
the following additional subscriptions to the
"Steedman fund:"
W. G. Ogden, Washington, Kan SO 25

W. H. Webb, Elk Falls, Kan 20

"Friend," Port Severn, Ontario, Canada 1 00

War Relief Corps, Canton, Ohio- - s. 3 CO

D. M. Kimball, Kcntville, Nova Scotia 1 00
O. L. Dewey, Hawk Eye, Iowa. 40

Member, Co. 1, 5Cth Connecticut, Great Bar- -
rington, Mass.... 2 00

Total 7 83

Previously acknowledged 30 75

Total to date-- . .f... &i7 CO

C03IBADE Henry Guckeet, Marietta-- ,

Ohio, writes us that Buell Po3t, No, 178r of
that place, has appointed a committee, con-

sisting of himself and Comrades A. S. Hall
and K. J. Miller, to solicit subscriptions to

The National Tbibune, and that they
hope to procure, at least 75 out of tho 130

members of the Post as subscribers. This
is an excellent example for other Posts to
follow. It is the universal experience that
where The Tribune has the most subscrib-
ers -- the interest in Grand Array matters is
most active and the Post meat prosperous.

As will be seen by reference to his sixth
monograph, published on our first page, this
week, General Howard has now reached a
point in his narrative where we may expect
to bo favored with his personal recollections
of the battles in which he participated, and
where also his statements are likely to ex-

cite animated discussion. In this number
the General brings his experiences down to
events immediately preceding Bull Eun,
and in our next issue will appear ht3 account
of the battle itself. It will be conceded by
all our readers, we are sure, that General .

Howard's articles are among the most enter-

taining, stirring and thoughtful that have
appeared since the war.

So geeat has become the volume of our
correspondence that it is no longer possible
for us to notify our contributors of the precise
date at which their communications will
appear, but all manuscripts that cannot be
used at once will be carefully edited and
preserved forpublication asopportunity may
offer. We refer, of course, only to such pa-

pers, records, reminiscences, &i, of the war
as possess positive value. Our readers can-

not expect us to file away, or return at
our own expense, letters of passing interest
only, and containing simply expressions of
private opinions touching current topics.

A mobe attractive . list from which to
select Christmas presents could scarcely be
prepared than the premium list which ap-

peared in our issue of November loth, and
we trust our readers, old and young, will at
once set about raising new clubs of subscrib-
ers, and thus become entitled to some one of
these premiums.

Read the interview with Commissioner
Dudley, published in another column, in
regard to the publication of the pension list.
The frauds which it was ckiimed would be
brought to light by it exist only in the dis-

eased imagination of the soldier's enemies.

As this is November the month of
pumpkin-pie- s and big Tkibune clubs we
shall look to every reader to devote at least
one day of the month to recruiting The
Tribune's ranks. The one hundred thou-

sand subscribers should now be forthcoming.
.," "

One of noTf3rdrs Peculiarities.
To the Editor National Tribune:

You could not induce me to go without The
Tkibune at any rate not until General How-

ard, gets through with his personal reminis-

cences of the war. I am well pleased with the
way he commences, and I have no doubt it will
be ju3t as interesting to the end. I had no
personal acquaintance with General Howard,
though he once commanded the corps to which

I belonged. I remember Mm as the one-arm- ed

general, and have often seen him on the field.

Another peculiarity of his so different from
most generals was his treatment of his per-

sonal guard. Woe be to the soldier who used
profane language, or drank whisky! If he
found it out, he was returned to his regiment
in double-quic- k.

The paper is exceedingly interestingi espe-

cially tc old soldiers, and I cannot conceive
how any of them can do without it. Every
old soldier in the United States ought take
it. Yours, G. O. Pons,

Late Serg't, 73d Reg. ID. Tola.
Caup Potnt, Iii.

Can the GOTernntent Bcfuse to Pension Oar

To the Editor National TnrauNEr
I consider The Teibtjne worth five times

its subscription price to any soldier. I was a
member of company 1, 22d Indiana veteran
volunteers, and since discharge have never met
one oi my old comrades. 1 tase great interest-i-n

the reading of sketches of prison life, as I
wus there myself and know notwithstanding-wha- t

Beck and others may say that one-ba- lf

of the horrors of Andersoaville will never be
told until the last great day, when all thing3
shall be made plain. In the meantime, how-
ever, I think it perfectly right that thoso who
wera so fortunate as to escape even with con-
stitutions wrecked by this hell of hells should
keep the matter before tho public; that all gen-
erations to come may know the terrible suffer-
ing the soldiers of the North endured for the
sake of home and country. Sam. Bogg3, of
Kansas, comes to tho front in the issue of Oc-

tober IS, and tells some solid facts. Yes, I
knew several men shot down for speaking to a
guard. The true hellishness of this will ap-
pear to a better advantage when I tell you that

( the prison authorities would allow the guards
lor days at a time to uuk, uuiter anu. iraue
(this barter and tn-.d- e always was a chew of
tobacco for a button) with the prisoners ; then,
the suards would receive orders to shoot the
first Yankee who spok& to-- them; and the un-

fortunate prisonersneverknewanything about
said order until some poor fellow was shot
down.

I did not intend, when commencing this
article, to write a lengthy article on prison
life; I merely wish to introduce myself to the
readers of The National Tribune, many of
whom, no doubt, will know me well, and in
the near future.-wit- h the permission of the
editor, I will tell some things about Anderson-vfll- e

and Florence Prisons. I am of the opinion
that all we havo to do in order to secure ample
pensions from theGovernment that we. suffered
so terribly and patiently to save is to let the
public know tho terrible trutn. more luiiy.

The men. who represent us in Congre33 are
men of understanding, and if they but know
the half of the terrible truth they must know
that no man who experienced prison life for
any length of time could possibly come out
with a sound constitution. The filth of the

j prison bred disease; vermin that they hadno
power to extirpate wero conunnauy sucxing
our very life itself away; there was no shelter
from the sun by day or tho frost by night, and
last, but not least, starvation stared U3 con-

stantly in tho face Yes, thousands upon thou-
sands of brave men starved to death in a land
of plenty, aud their bonc3 were- - loft in the sand-
hills of Georgia. Tho3e who survived are,
many of them, wrecks in. life. Was there ever
a government known that would refuse to aid
such men; will our Government do so? Cer-
tainly not. A. C. Ranard.

Wheatland, Cass Co.f Dakota.

At tho meeting of the and sailors,
at Columbus, Ohio, on tho 0th inst, a commit-to- o

on arrangements was organized for the pur-
pose of carrying out the determination of the
association to havo a suifablemonument erected
over tho graves of the Franklin county soldiers
in Greenlawn cemetery.

Tncloed oleaae find $6 for six new subscribers.
Thos. W. Mcera, John L. Bashore Post, No. 122,
Contcrvflle, Iowa.

Inclosed-- pleaso find $6 for six new subscribers to
TiiK TaJHUifE, making eight fn all that I have sent
you. Peter Eiley, Fort Scott, Kno.

Inclosed please find 15 for fifteen new subscrib-
ers to The NXTio:Tii, Tkibux& Eftph Bigby, Co.
3. 3d Iowa cav.

SMALL, TALK
About 2fca and Thlagpu.

A clamor has been made about pension frauds
by tho discovery of a few alleged cases of dis-
honest practice among attorneys. To judgs
from the tone of some of tho Washington dis-
patches to the press of the country, it would
appear that all applicants for pensions are per-
jurers, or simpletons, who are being gulled
by their norneys, and that all th legal repre-
sentatives of claimants are engaged ia a whole,
sale attempt to defraud the Govmrenfc and.,
not thir clients. On ch otbr hand, a mo-m- eat

reflection would convince say reoa-bi- e

person that if all the aileftd eases f farad
that have come to the notie of the Pmsuto
Office are true, it shows that pensfaaws' and
their attorneys are, as a elass, fer jaor Honest
than bankers, railroad managers, or Bierft&u$3..
A less proportion of the oo ekas hove? ra,
questioned as to thoir honesty than the otk&n
Of the 16,000 pensien attorneys of tie aeuafay
who have been recognised before She Paaefen
Oatce, only afcoat a baker's doxan have leen.
accused of illegal practiced. This ia a rooerd
which speaks etenently for the. integrity o
the claimants and their representatives; and
until the pulpit of the country at least eon.
show as good a reeord, there seems to he Httlo
ground for the recent howl.

A representative ef TheNajtionalTjwbsnz
called upon Commissioner Dudley, fchft efter.
morning, and talked to him ujon a ejteitfott
about which a great deal has keen aefdaBd;a3
U3ual, it was found that when the feats were-ascertained- ,

the expeetatieas of tho peetfrsfcts
did not pan out.

"I wish to inquire," said the Tribune rep-resonttt- ive,

"whether or not the pubffcatloit.
of the voluminous pension lig3 has led to the
disclosureef any large amount of fVnuds; as was
predicted would bo the result of the faauinsioi
the document."

CommLseioner Dudley responded : " Ne$ next'
to nothing of the kind has traadpired. Webave
received a numher of letters from eeranm&iites
where the list was published, giving amses of
certain persons on the roll who were deatf. Wa
know it ourselves, however, and their sastes
were published in this way : We prefwred tfce
roll and sent it to theprinter, giving the Barnes
of those on the hat January 1, I33T. Ot'eourse,
among such a vast number of persons seree are
dying every day, and as about Sen nroit&s
elapsed between the dare of the making up of
the rolls and the publication, quite a number
died in the meantime. It dees net follow fee-cau- se

a pensioner's name appears art she roll,
now, that his pension is being paid after h is
dead and gone. It only shews fcbafe at Sa Arte
of the preparation of the roll for tie prfneery
either the pensioner was 3iive or hisdemfea
had not yet been reported to the effice."

"Have you actually delected any fraad3
irora the pnoiicaSion of the names and ad-
dresses of thepaBsioners?"

"Nothing of any coriseeuencev replied Gen.,
Dudley. "There have been complainte for
warded to this office in but terse, or ifenr eases
out of all the hundreds of thousands en fine
roll, and, of coarse, these Hiay bs shown, to ha
all right upon investigation.',

It would seem, therefore that the iakhom,
must be about dry in this crusade agates men
who only ask a pittance in their eM ag&to
compensate them in their declining: years for
a thousand times risking a violent death, to
save the Constitution of their forefathers for
the benefit of the generations to come.

A Government official remarked to-da- y, ia
discussing the question of claims which it is
said are filed without the prospect of success:.
"Such talk is mere nonsense, and cornea from
sonrces hostile to the payment of any cranro.
"Who knows whether a eiatm can be allowed or
not till it has been heard? Again-- , many
claims for pension, have but little of the evi-
dence in support of the case required byjhe
Pension OiHce when first fled, and in tlie end
are allowed. It is a long time ago that the dis-
abilities were incurred. Look' over your own
acquaintances. How mueh difficulty weuid
you have in finding people enough, who either
knew or remembered the facts about aayfaw-su- it

you might want to bring in She ceurts?
You would find, if you should attempt it,, thai
years or months of seareh and no teMag what
expense would be necessary, before yoa weuid
be able to produce the evidence which on first
thought you might suppose would cost you no
trouble of all. Just so with a pension claim.
There may be next to no evidence obtainable
for a long while after the claim is filed, but ia

I time it may all come in. You may discover
Dyaccxaent the address of just the man you
want, but who has eluded your 3earch for
years. Bat suppose, in the end you cannot find
these persons at all, whose affidavits the Pen-
sion OtBce requires. "5lur case h disallowed,
and then, and not till then, have yon a right
to go to tha Congres3 of the United Slates for
justiee byaspecial act. If a claimant eomaiife a
fraud by filing a daimat the Pension Office
without the evidence to put it through, how is
he ever to get justice from Congress? The first
question asked by the Pension Committee
in Congress would be: Have yon laid yenrcasa
before the Pension Office? Ifnot, you will be
told to take it there. That is the piice to settle
pension claims, except in extraordinary eases,
where it can be shown that there ia equity in
the case, but the evidence demanded hy the
office cannot be found. It is no presumption
of fraud against a pensioner that he has
delayed the application till his witnesses
are- - all dead. Slany a man did not file hia

. application years ago because he did not need
it. 2sow perhaps he does, and his right is not
impaired because he did not see fit to exercise
it before. It lives as long as he lives."

Word is received from General Hendersonof
Illinois, that he intends to press Uis bM in
Congress thi3 winter to correct an injustfea
done many oScers and their heirs by a techni-
cality in the present law. It often happened
that men were promoted while in the field or
in the midst of a campaign, and it was
weeks or months before the fact was noted on
the muster-roll-s. Perhaps he was killed or
died, and it was never fixed. In all these
cases his bounty and pension, is rated according
to the muster-roll- s. By this showing he might
have been commissioned and acting as captain
for months and still appear as a lieutenant on
the rolls. General Henderson's bill proposes
toadju3t the bounty and pension claims o&all
officers according to the date of the commission,
and nofcleave it to the haphazzard circumstance
of the correction of the muster. It is reported
that a number of influential members of the
House have promised General Henderson to
help him put this measure through during tha
approaching session.

The Hon. Wm. 31. Springer, of Illinois, haa
reached the capital. He says he is a candidate
for Speaker, and hopes to get the most votes on
the last ballot.

Secretary Teller remarked to a representa-
tive of The Tribune recently, that ha would
recommend the cutting down of tha Indian
reservations this winter. He thinks an Indian
ought not to act the dog ia the manger and
keep two or three square miles of land when ha
does not use, on an average, ono acre of it, and
the Government offers to pay him all it ia
worth, in. order to throw it open to settlement.
A regiment of old soldiers could make good
homes sdr themselves by applying their time
which they served in the army to residence,
under the homestead law, upon the territory
now held sacred for two or three little bauds of
lazy savages, whom theGovernment has to feed
regularly any way, and for which men who
will work are taxed. There are some evidences
that the Boston theory of dealing with tha
savages has about run its length. It is under-
stood that Senator Logan, who visited the
Sioux on the Great Dakota reservation la3fc

summer, will have some pertinent remarks to
make when tfie matter come3 up in Congress.
He says that the Government has coaxed and
pampered Sitting Bull and Red Cloud till these
gentlemen imagine the United States is ia,
deadly fear of them, and they act accordingly.
Old Sitting Bull was found with a fine two-sto-ry

frame house, all nicely plastered and
papered within, built for him by the Govern-
ment. He was living in a miserable tepee ia
the yard, while the house was empty, except
that it was littered with all kinds of filth and
refuse, which had been deposited there to show
the contempt of the Indian for tho gift of the
Government, as well as for waat of a mar
convenient receptacle for oflaL

Inclosed plcaae find 36 for six new subscribers te
Tits NAT1Q3AI. Tkibusk; Aa premium yoc may,
send meArmyofthe Cu:aberkud." J.G.IiTe-Kibhon,ffcC- an,

Kaa.


